Prayers for National Life
A collection of prayers
from the Book of Common Prayer (ECUSA)
and the Book of Common Worship (PCUSA)

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions and
thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness
and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”
1 Timothy 2:1-4

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful…Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how to answer everyone.”
Colossians 4:2, 6

Greenwich Presbyterian Church

1. For our Country
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We
humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a people
mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people
the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue
with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the
authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home,
and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise
among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts
with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee
to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
2. For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend
this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy Providence,
we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the President of the United
States, the Governor of this State, and to all in authority, wisdom and
strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this
people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.
Amen.
3. For Sound Government
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a
people at peace among ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the
earth.
Lord, keep this nation under your care.
To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States,
Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative authority, grant wisdom
and grace in the exercise of their duties.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in
States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, and foresight to
provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our obligations in
the community of nations.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

23. For Prisons and Correctional Institutions
Lord Jesus, for our sake you were condemned as a criminal: Visit our
jails and prisons with your pity and judgment. Remember all prisoners,
and bring the guilty to repentance and amendment of life according to
your will, and give them hope for their future. When any are held
unjustly, bring them release; forgive us, and teach us to improve our
justice. Remember those who work in these institutions; keep them
humane and compassionate; and save them from becoming brutal or
callous. And since what we do for those in prison, O Lord, we do for
you, constrain us to improve their lot. All this we ask for your mercy’s
sake. Amen.
24. For the Right Use of God’s Gifts
Almighty God, whose loving hand hath given us all that we possess:
Grant us grace that we may honor thee with our substance, and,
remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful
stewards of thy bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
25. For those who Influence Public Opinion
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices:
Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak where many listen and
write what many read; that they may do their part in making the heart
of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

19. For Cities
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy
City to which the nations of the world bring their glory: Behold and
visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of mutual regard
which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us
to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail
with righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and women
from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one
another the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and
integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and justice served.
Give grace to your servants, O Lord.
And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept
their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they may elect
trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-being of our
society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor
your holy Name.
For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as
head above all. Amen.

20. For Towns and Rural Areas
Lord Christ, when you came among us, you proclaimed the kingdom
of God in villages, towns, and lonely places: Grant that your presence
and power may be known throughout this land. Have mercy upon all
of us who live and work in rural areas [especially _________ ]; and
grant that all the people of our nation may give thanks to you for food
and drink and all other bodily necessities of life, respect those who
labor to produce them, and honor the land and the water from which
these good things come. All this we ask in your holy Name. Amen.

4. For Congress or a State Legislature
O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and gracious, and
whose law is truth: We beseech thee so to guide and bless our Senators
and Representatives in Congress assembled (or in the Legislature of
this State, or Commonwealth), that they may enact such laws as shall
please thee, to the glory of thy Name and the welfare of this people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

21. For the Poor and the Neglected
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor
and neglected persons whom it would be easy for us to forget: the
homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none
to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit,
and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your
Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
22. For the Oppressed
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who
live with injustice, terror, disease, and death as their constant
companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to
these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives
establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for all.
And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of
this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

5. For Local Government
Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those who hold
office in this State (Commonwealth, City, County, Town, the spirit of
wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may
faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
6. For Courts of Justice
Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging right: We humbly
beseech thee to bless the courts of justice and the magistrates in all this
land; and give unto them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, that
they may discern the truth, and impartially administer the law in the
fear of thee alone; through him who shall come to be our Judge, thy
Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
7. In Times of Conflict
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the
midst of our struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another
without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with mutual
forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

8. For an Election
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and
privileges: Guide the people of the United States (or of this
community) in the election of officials and representatives; that, by
faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected
and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
9. For those in the Armed Forces of our Country
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the
men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them
day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials
and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them;
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may
be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
10. For those who suffer for the sake of Conscience
O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was
suffering shame and death: Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of
conscience; when they are accused, save them from speaking in hate;
when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; when they are
imprisoned, save them from despair; and to us your servants, give grace
to respect their witness and to discern the truth, that our society may be
cleansed and strengthened. This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
merciful and righteous Judge. Amen.
11. For Social Justice
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every
human heart [and especially the hearts of the people of this land], that
barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and
hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
12. During a National Crisis
God of ages, in your sight nations rise and fall, and pass through times
of peril. Now when our land is troubled, be near to judge and save. May
leaders be led by your wisdom; may they search your will and see it
clearly. If we have turned from your way, help us to reverse our ways
and repent. Give us your light and your truth to guide us; through Jesus
Christ, who is Lord of this world, and our Savior. Amen.

13. For Agriculture
Almighty God, we thank you for making the earth fruitful, so that it
might produce what is needed for life: Bless those who work in the
fields; give us seasonable weather; and grant that we may all share the
fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your goodness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
14. For Those in Business
God of the covenant: you give love without return, and lavish gifts
without looking for gain. Watch over the ways of business, so that
those who buy or sell, get or lend, may live justly and show mercy and
walk in your ways. May profits be fair and contracts kept. In our
dealings with each other may we display true charity; through Jesus
Christ, who has loved us with mercy. Amen.
15. For Those in Commerce and Industry
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ dignified our labor by sharing
our toil. Be with your people where they work; make those who carry
on the industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will;
and to all of us, give pride in what we do and a just return for our labor;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. For the Unemployed
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who suffer want and
anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our
public and private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling
employment, and receive just payment for their labor; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
17. For Schools and Colleges
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities that they
may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the
pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn
may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
18. For the Good Use of Leisure
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and
peace; and grant that we may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies
and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness
of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

